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ANNOUNCEMENT 

A Proposal f o r Es t ab l i sh ing a Standard or Wi ld type Genotype of Pisum 

It is a common practice among geneticists working with various or­
ganisms to d e s i g n a t e one p a r t i c u l a r genotype as the standard, "normal" 
or w i l d t y p e , one to which a l l o the r s tocks a re compared. For Drosophi la 
the s e l e c t i o n of such a genotype was not unduly d i f f i c u l t s ince w i l d t y p e 
p o p u l a t i o n s e x i s t . For c u l t i v a t e d p l a n t s , however, the problem i s l e s s 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d . I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o c i t e one s p e c i f i c genotype o f 
Pisum as r e p r e s e n t i n g the "normal" form. A s i m i l a r problem e x i s t s f o r 
t oma toes , but s i n c e t he re a re c l e a r advantages to e s t a b l i s h i n g a s tan­
dard g e n o t y p e , t h e toma to g e n e t i c i s t s , undaunted , have c h o s e n t h e 
c u l t i v a r 'Marglobe ' a s t h e i r " w i l d t y p e " . 

Pisum w o r k e r s have no t y e t f o r m a l l y adopted a standard geno type . 
S t i l l , most of us have our own concep t ion of the standard geno type , and, 
for the major i ty of genes , t he re is not much d i spu te among Pisum workers 
about which is the mutant and which is the w i l d t y p e a l l e l e . 

A commit tee t h e r e f o r e has rev iewed the g e n e t i c c o n s t i t u t i o n of the 
l i n e s held in the Weibul lsholm c o l l e c t i o n , and has concluded tha t WL-180 
i s t h e l i n e t h a t b e s t q u a l i f i e s a s t h e a r c h e t y p a l pea, a t l e a s t f o r 
purposes of g e n e t i c s t u d i e s . WL-110 p r e v i o u s l y was adopted as the s tan­
dard s t r u c t u r a l l i n e f o r c y t o g e n e t i c s t u d i e s . WL-180, l i k e WL-110, has 
the standard ka ryo type . 

The committee i n v i t e s c r i t i c i s m of the proposal to e s t a b l i s h WL-180 
as t h e s t anda rd g e n e t i c l i n e . Members may wish to consul t B l i x t , S . 
1978. A g r i H o r t . Genet . 36:56-87 f o r a l i s t ( no t comple te ) o f a l l e l e s 
c o n s i d e r e d t o b e w i l d t y p e . A d d r e s s comments e i t h e r t o S . B l i x t o r 
G. A. Marx. 


